
Georgian Dining Room
Miniature bone and ivory cutlery was frequently made in 
Berchtesgaden in Southern Germany, where high-priced items were 
made to order. This exquisite cutlery set all packs together into a 
tiny barrel.
NWHCM : 1958.352

The simplest of materials could make the most elegant furniture, as this set shows. It is  
made from the quills of geese, and held together by brass pins. Silver brocaded silk is used to 
cover the seats. 
NWHCM : 1944.73

The two German Grödnertal dolls wear clothing of a style 
fashionable in the mid-18th century. 
NWHCM : 1956.300.3.1 & 2

Furniture and cabinet makers also courted future clients through miniature items such 
as this beautiful book-case, known as the Paget Library - in veneered mahogany, and 
containing over a hundred miniature books. 
NWHCM : 1958.352

Music Room
Musical instruments, especially pianos, were frequently found in 
dolls’ houses, reflecting the importance of music in days before 
radio or television.  Notice the decorative ‘Waltherhausen’  piano, 
from Thuringia in Germany, featuring typical gilt transfer 
decorations.
 NWHCM : 1988.24.10   NWHCM : 1988.130.42

This miniature piano has working keys and a xylophone like mechanism.
NWHCM  xxx

A chaises longue was the elegant recliner of choice, found in Greek and Roman times but 
perhaps most associated with the Regency period. 

This wooden doll was the height of Regency fashion in her muslin dress, earrings and 
painted red slippers.
NWHCM : 1938.56

Parlour
This traditional wooden cradle in red, white and blue is dated 1861#?.  In the days of large 
families, a mother might have a toddler on her lap and a baby at her side in a cradle, which 
she could conveniently rock with her foot to provide hands-free soothing. 
NWHCM : 1954.89

The Toyroom, with its own information, is next on your route. Stop a while or come 
back later to see the Norwich Baby House, more dolls’ houses, toys and miniatures.

Morning Room
Papier maché decorated with mother of pearl gave a highly 
decorative look at a reasonable price. A similar approach 
is seen in these dolls’ house chairs, decorated with coloured 
transfers. 

The early 19th century doll wears a black net dress and 
sash with pale blue bonnet and cape. Her authentic 
underclothes include a cotton chemise, whalebone stays and 
a flannel petticoat.
NWHCM : 1945.112.2

Can you spot the ‘canary’ in its tiny cage?

Victorian Nursery
The nursery served as bedroom, bathroom and playroom for young children. For the 
fortunate few, high quality toys allowed a complete imaginary world, and this Silber-type 
dolls’ house, typical of English commercially-made late 19th century houses, would have 
been a girls’ prized possession. 

Dolls’ House NWHCM:  1938.130 322;  Doll : NWHCM : 1945.148.SH1 ; Chest of Drawers NWHCM : 1946.189.3



Victorian Parlour
Well-to-do Victorian ladies lavished time and energy on domestic hobbies and beautifying the 
home. Instructions for elaborate ‘fancywork’ were provided in readily available magazines. 

This complete Victorian parlour, clearly a wonderful labour of love, was made in 1865 by the 
mother of Mrs Sayer of Dereham. The furniture, pictures and ornaments use a variety of 
fancywork techniques including straw work, shell work and lace. 
NWHCM : 1937.SH 6

The Sotherton Room (kitchen)
Roasting devices like spits and hasteners were used when cooking took place 
on an open fire. In the  19th century the new iron kitchen ranges allowed 
cooking on top of the stove, baking, roasting and heating water all to take 
place simultaneously. A lot of other equipment was considered essential in a 
well-organised kitchen. How many of the pieces here can you identify?

The earliest so-called Nuremburg kitchens survive from the late 17th century. 
This well-equipped ‘scratch-built’ two-room open kitchen and parlour dates 
from around 1845. English firms like Evans and Cartwright specialised in tin 
furniture for dolls’ houses like this, with a distinctive ‘foxy’ or mottled  finish.
NWHCM :1937.112.2

The trail finishes here. Now find your way back up to the Great Hall by continuing along the 
passage, through the medieval Undercroft, and up the stairs. 

Small Stories at Strangers’ Trail

To complement Small Stories: at Home in a Dolls’ House, 
we offer this special trail around the period room displays 
at Strangers’ Hall. Each room features objects from our 
reserve collections which ‘match’ full-sized pieces within the 
room settings. Your guide to finding everything is Lottie, 
the housekeeper from the Norwich Baby House. 

Please start upstairs and follow the rooms round in order

Walnut Room 
This room highlights decorative craftsmanship, including 17th /early 18th century 
gilded mirrors, and long-case clocks with floral marquetry - and dolls’ houses were 
equally ornamented and embellished.

Craftsmen specialising in silver, brass, wood or pewter, as well as toy-makers, made 
tiny objects for wealthy clients who owned dolls’ houses or cabinets. Certain towns 
or workshops also specialised such as Diesen in Germany, which specialised in 
filigree metalwork.

Lady Paine’s Bed-chamber 
In Tudor and Stuart homes beds were the most valuable pieces of furniture in the home, and 
money was lavished upon textile bed-hangings that provided both warmth and privacy. This 
miniature half-tester bed, with its carved frame and matching set of linens, is one of the most 
complete in our collections, dating from the mid-19th century. The nightgown and slippers 
belonged to an unknown doll. 

Little Bed-chamber
Find out what housework was like in the days before duvets! This is a hands-on display in 
which we invite you to make the bed. You can choose the full size one, the wheeled truckle 
bed next to it, or the little cradle.

Great Chamber
Here, the decoration of the fireplace, brass chandelier and large armoire (cupboard) all show 
the Dutch/Flemish influence commonly found in 17th century Norwich homes.

The wooden dolls’ house table setting is actually modern, as are these 
17th century style dolls. These were made by Miss G L Turnbull in 
the 1970s, when the making and collecting of costumed dolls was very 
popular. 
NWHCM : 1988.24.10.


